Bittern Friendly
Rice Growing Tips

The endangered Australasian Bittern arrives in rice crops
about two months after sowing and begins nesting once there
IS sufficient cover. These tips are based on the key findings
from the work to date of the Bitterns in Rice Project. They are
for rice growers in the NSW Riverina that are keen and able to
help conserve this special bird.

1. Aerial-sown (or spreader-sown) crops
are strongly preferred by bitterns, probably

because of the earlier inundation.

2. Earliersown crops have greater chances
of supporting bitterns. The rice season

already means bittern breeding is delayed.

3. Banks with thick cover (e.g. Barnyard

Grass) are used by roaming chicks to hide in,

| 4. Largest bays are favoured but the =

additional edges of small bays may also be

important so a combination is likely best.




6. Reduced pesticide use in and around
crops will probably increase prey availability.

Bitterns in Rice Project Bitterns feed on frogs, fish and invertebrates.
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