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Buckingbong Biodiversity Hotspot

The Buckingbong State Forest has immense regional significance for wildlife,
supporting dozens of rare woodland bird and reptile species. It is the largest re-
maining patch of Grassy Box Woodland in the entire NSW Murray Catchment.
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@® Riparian/Floodplain focused study sites
(Tuppal Creek and Jimarinale/Cockran Creek
Wildlife Surveys)

Vegetation Type (403 sites) Other Features
Chenopod Shrubland (9 sites) m Townships
Dry Foothill Forest (21 sites) /\/ giigéﬂads
Grassy Box Woodland (66 sites) [ | Lakes
Sandhill Woodland (32 sites) B Tren/ENe ¢~ )
Boree Woodland (18 sites)

Black Box Woodland (50 sites)

River Red Gum Forest (106 sites)

Constructed Wetland (8 sites)

Open Wetland (7 sites)

Revegetation (26 sites)

Other Sites (60 sites)

Brolga — Canegrass/
Spike-rush Wetlands

The NSW Murray Catch-

| ment is probably the

Boree Woodland - Painted Hon- most important breed-

eyeaters § ing area for Brolgas in

™ ' the entire state. The

Boree Woodland is now so rare in the ; West  Corurgan/Cen-

catchment that any stand is significant. tral Riverina region

One threatened species that we found alone has at least 30

that does particularly well in Boree is i3 Canegrass/Spike-rush

the Painted Honeyeater, providing there i wetlands that support
is Grey Mistletoe. /8 4 breeding.

Red Gum and Cherry - Gilbert’s Australia’s Most Threatened Water-

Beaded Gecko — One of Six "New” Reptiles for the Catchment Whistler Central bird — Painted Snipe

The Beaded Gecko is one of at least six reptile species that were not
known from the catchment prior to these community wildlife surveys.
It appears to be restricted to a high quality 80-hectare Sandhill/Mallee
Woodland block in the Koraleigh area that also proved to be a hotspot for
reptile diversity overall.

Few woodland birds have declined This stunning shorebird is now only re-
within the catchment more than the corded at about ten sites per year across
threatened Gilbert’s Whistler. Their the entire country. The two birds found at
stronghold is now along the Murray Tally’s Lake during the Murrakool Wildlife
and Wakool Rivers in areas with a Survey were associated with typical breed-
dense Dwarf Cherry understorey, a ing habitat: ephemeral, shallow wetland
semi-parasitic shrub that has pro- areas with mudflats and patchy, low wa-
liferated in recent decades. terplant cover.
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sentially disappeared from heavily fragmented land- !akool_, where ground water The discovery of a pair of Powerful Owls . : '- = o with the largest patches of wood-
scapes where less than 5% tree cover remains. The is being extracted to reduce along the Murray River near Barooga was i | L - Our large, well managed constructed wetland sites that had land remaining. They were recorded
core areas in the catchment are now the large River the impact of salinity, support an excellent find in the West Corurgan ™ A "= & — extensive shallows and waterplant communities have been at 2-9% of sites for each project ex-
Red Gum forests surrounding major waterways in thousands of migratory shore- area. They are Australia’s largest owl spe- ' | T | o | outstanding for wildlife. One site near Jerilderie supported cept the Jimaringle/Cockran Creek
the west, and the Red Box-Red Stringybark country birds every Summer, from the cies at over 60 cm in height and feed on Increasing Environmental Awareness over 50 waterbird species including the Australian Painted study where a staggering 17%

around Holbrook. The retention of fallen timber and rare _Black—tailed Godwit to _the possums and gliders. They have disqp— Snhipe, Australasian Bittern, Brolga and ten migratory shore- (5/30) of sites revealed their pres-
large, old trees will benefit these endearing little relatively common Sharp-tailed peared from most of the fragmented in- Gathered around a harp trap used to catch bats, the attendees of this field day near bird species. ence.
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